Simple Convalidation and 
Radical Sanations
Canon law provides two methods for the validation of invalid marriages: simple convalidation and radical sanation. Validation of a marriage, like making one's consent for the first time, is serious. The pastoral minister is to be assured that the validation is being done for the right reason. Examples of incorrectly using this method of validation would be merely to have a child baptized, to "magically" make a troubled marriage better, to alleviate pressure from family, etc. If a couple is not validating their marriage in order to have a marriage as the Church understands marriage, the couple should first receive pastoral counseling. The use of either form of validation will depend upon the circumstances of each couple. The priest or deacon must spend time getting to know the couple and their circumstances before deciding how to validate the marriage.

Simple Convalidations

The first method, simple convalidation, (canons 1156-1160) requires:

· that the participating parties be aware that their present marriage is invalid,

· be aware of why the marriage is invalid, and

· give consent which is something other than a mere affirmation of the first and original consent.

Experience strongly suggests that many convalidation ceremonies are, in fact, invalid and actually fail to validate the marriage. This happens because the participating parties either fail to believe that the marriage, prior to the convalidation ceremony, is invalid, or fail, during the convalidation ceremony, to give the required new consent. The convalidation may also be invalid if it is presented to them as simply a Church "blessing" of their first vows. Given these difficulties, it is at times, advisable to consider using radical sanation.

The second method for the validation of an invalid marriage is radical sanation (canons 1161-1165). Radical sanation "is an act of a competent authority which removes the obstacle(s) impeding the consent of the parties from having its natural effects. With this removal the marriage becomes valid from the moment of the elimination of the obstacle(s), and not retroactively to the moment in which the consent was given — this is impossible. The past cannot be changed. The marriage was initially either valid or invalid. However, by a fiction of law the effects of the marriage are considered to exist from the moment of the consent."8
Radical sanation, unlike simple convalidation, does not require the parties to renew consent ceremonially, or to be knowledgeable of the fact or cause of the marital invalidity. It is a decree issued by the competent Church authority and includes, if pertinent, a dispensation from certain impediments, as well as from canonical form. It validates the marriage from the moment the favor is granted by the competent authority.

Radical Sanation

There are generally two occasions when a radical sanation is requested: 

· When there has been an invalidating defect in an attempted Catholic ceremony (failure to acquire delegation or a dispensation from disparity of worship, etc.); or

· When a couple has married civilly and for appropriate pastoral reasons the original marriage ceremony should be recognized.

A Radical sanation
· can be granted with or without the parties being aware of the fact that it is being granted,

· can be granted as long as true, effective consent has already been given by both parties,

· if one or the other, or both, have not given marital consent or have revoked consent, the sanation cannot be granted.   Marital consent can only be given by the parties themselves; Church authority cannot supply it.

A diocesan bishop, as well as others to whom the diocesan bishop grants the delegated faculty, may validly grant radical sanations in response to individual requests, except regarding marriages which are invalid due to the following impediments, in which case, only the Holy See is competent to sanate:

· sacred orders (canon 1078 §2)

· public perpetual vow of chastity in a religious institute of pontifical right (canon 1078 §2) 

· crime (canon 1078 §2)

· prior bond (canon 1165 §2)

If either party is aware of the sanation, the ordinary conditions required for mixed marriage (canon 1125) apply to the granting of a sanation:

· the Catholic party declares his or her desire to continue the practice of the faith,

· the Catholic party promises to do everything possible to have all the children baptized and raised as Catholics, the non-Catholic party is informed of the Catholic declaration and promise, and

· both parties are instructed on the essential ends and properties of marriage.

Following the usual pre-nuptial investigation and gathering of the pertinent documentation, the petition for a radical sanation takes the form of a letter from a priest or deacon only and directed to the competent authority. It should include the pertinent facts of the case, the reasons why the marriage is invalid, and the reasons why the sanation is being requested. There must be assurance that the marital consent still exists on the part of both parties and is free of defects. All original documents collected should be retained in the marriage file; COPIES (and only copies) of the following documents must accompany the petition letter: 
· completed bride/groom form;

· marriage certificate, 
· recently issued certificate of baptism or profession of faith of the Catholic party, and, 
· if applicable, final tribunal letter(s)/decree(s) affirming one's freedom to marry. 
Petition for Radical Sanation
Following the usual prenuptial investigations and gathering of pertinent documentation, a petition for a radical sanation takes the form of a letter, and should be directed to the competent authority. It should include the pertinent facts of the case, the reasons why the marriage is invalid, and the reasons why the sanation is being requested. There must be assurance that the marital consent still exists on the part of both parties and is free of defects. All original documents collected should be retained in the marriage file; COPIES (and only copies) of the following documents must accompany the petition letter: 

	certificate of marriage
	Bride form
	Groom form
	Affidavits

	recently issued certificate of baptism or profession of faith of the Catholic party(ies)
	if applicable, final tribunal letter(s)/ decree(s) affirming one's freedom to marry


No other documentation is needed.   Once granted, the sanation should be recorded in the wedding registry of the parish submitting the sanation and parish(es) of baptism should be notified. 

What follows is the text of a sample petition letter. Its elements would necessarily have to be changed given different facts and/or circumstances.
Sample Letter

Dear	


Pursuant to canons 1161-1165 of the Code of Canon Law, I respectfully request a radical sanation of the marriage of MALE'S NAME and FEMALE'S NAME entered into on DATE at PLACE.


Enclosed please find a copy of the certificate of marriage, a recently issued certificate of baptism/profession of faith of the Catholic party, and the final tribunal letter(s)/decree(s).


The reasons for this request are that [at the time of the exchange of consent, no delegation had been received as required by law – or any other defect in an attempt at canonical form] 


or


[MALE’S NAME and FEMALE’S NAME were married in a Baptist ceremony although FEMALE’S NAME was Catholic at that time. While their consent continues and both are free to marry, MALE’S NAME will not participate in a Catholic ceremony.]


The requisite consents, present from the beginning, continue and appear to be free of any defect. The conditions of canon 1125 have been fulfilled, and the Catholic party wishes to return to the full practice of the faith. Therefore, this petition is requested for the spiritual welfare of the parties concerned.





	Signature	


(Priest or Deacon Name typed)
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